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2.| |the SMA laboratory was established 1n order to
gather German sclentists in preparation for thelr transfer vo
25X1 the USSR. sent btc the SMA laboratory in early September
1946 and a1l forcibly transferred to the USSR ten weeks
25X1 later. Since 1T took almost five weeks to set up the laboratory,
the authorities could not have expected posltive results before
25X1 [_Jdeparture. The entire iaboratory was deslgnated Me~24~C.
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"He® was the symbol for Merseburg as "Le® was used for

25X1 |

Leveriusen; the figure referred to the bullding | |
I H ™

" e

Phe SMA ladboratory was under the supervision of two Soviet
sclentista: koy, an englneer and Servyelski, a chemist, both
of whom followed us to Leningrad. There were three main divisiors

‘of this project, a physical laboratory, a heavy water laboratory

and an analytical laboratory.

(a) The physical laboratory was under the d2rection of Dr
Franz Scheuer, a physicist, whcse chemical laboratory.
25X1 agsilstant was Harry Klemt, | |

]
25X1 | Scheuer was to make measurements on
. 25X1 German rocket fuels, in particular to testa ignition
times with oscillographe, viscosity at =60° C,
25X1 _coagulation points and specific heat measurements.[ |

] Scheuer made the apparatus for

testing an ignition delay time™ on these rocket
25X1 fuels.
[

25X1 Scheuer made dally reports to the Soviet scientist
Servyelskl who later went to the GIPKh Institute in
25X1 Leningrad where he was in charge of the two labora-
25X torlies conducting research on ethylamines (Labora-
tories 579 and 604)., While still working in Leuna,
25X1 Scheuer frequently visited the Siebel alrcraft group
in Halle an der Saale (Soviet Zone), who also dld
_ research worl on amlnes. Many of the Siebel scientilsts .

25X1 ' were taken to the USSR | l
[ | Scheuer was sent tTo

25X1  Moscow. | hn Leuna, in June 1951,
he seld that he had done l1ittle practical research.

25X1

25X1

(p) The following German sclentlsts were employed in the
heavz water 1abo§a‘boriee: He;llnrioh Emix'x Eault 4t
Herold, QGeilb, an Agggsgﬁ. They were structe o
make exact analyses an ensity measurements of heavy
water produced in those Leuna installations which st1ll
existed after 1945. Thelr laboratory was in the

25X1 vieinity[_______ Jend under strict Soviet supervision.
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25X1 | in October 1946 this installation
25X1 was moved to the USSR |

25X1 | |

{(¢) A number of chemical speclallsts were employed at
the analytical laboratory: Gerhardt Gelseler,.

25X1 Andreas, Kleinert, and some others]|
25X1 In this laboratory the amines and other rocketl
25X1 fuels were made which were tested in the physical

laboratory [ ]

Transfer to the USSR

n, | |forty Leuna speclallsts I:lshipped .o the
USSR in October 1946 with[__ |families and posseasslons, Thirty
sclentists from other f£irma, mostly construction engineers,
were transported by separate trains on the same day. | |
I |following people from Leunas

25X1 Andreas Gemasamer, Gerhardt Iuebecke, Ernst
25X1 Asinger Herold, Paul Otto, Ernst
Eckoldt, Hana von der Horst, Dieter Pelnze, Q(Georg
25X Elm, Helnrich Jahrmann Pohl, Franz
Falkenberg Jochinke, HlMelmut Scheuer, Franz
25X1 Froehlich Kaufmann, Hermann Schmidt
Geldb . Kosterhon,; Kurt Scholz, Walter
25X1 Geiseler, Gerhardt Lorenz, William Smeykal, Karl

Wyzsomirski, Ernst

While crossing Poland[_Jtransport was joined by four other
traine. The firet two were occupled by aircrafl't specialists from,

25X1 Junkers/Pessau and Halle a S (Siebel group). There was one traln
from Jena (Zeips) and one from Kiel and Berlin (Sliemens) which
cerried shipbullders, It toolk us about five days to cross Polamd,
The lines were jammed with trains carrylng dismantled equlpment.

locomotives had frequent breakdowns and there was a great

shortage of coal. when stopped, the tralns were often attacked by
handits who broke into the baggage cars. There was no medical

25X1 service whatscever until[__ ]Moscow. Dr Smeykal was very
8ick and had a severe attack of pneumonla. Efforts

25X1 were made to keep upbmorale by the distribution of clgareties,

od, and canned goods.

5.. In Moscow, the various tralns were broken up and the Leuna
employees were divided into three groups:

(a) The Leningrad group, which included: Drs Kaufmann,
25X1 Smeykal, Wyzszomiraki, Peinze, Eckoldt, Pohl, Gelseler,
von der Horst and engineers Otto and Scholz, Lorenz
25X1 | |]group was also Joined by some
constructors from Siemens and shipbuilders from Berlin
25X1 and Klel. These people who were not from Leuna stayed

25)(1 [ at Sestroretsk until about May ]flif and were

I;hgn_tmg@pidl to Oranienbaum, USSR.
25X1

(b) The Moscow group, whica was given accomodatlons
somewhere oubtslde of the c¢ilty but assigned to an
institutr within Moscow, The only member of this
group | |was Dr ¥ranz Scheuer.

25X1
25X1

SECRET




AN 25X1 (¢) The Ukraine group, which was aiso formed at Moscow.
25X1 '

Activity in Septroretsk
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Sestroretsl, USSR (60° 06° N - 29° 589 E)
, a former summer resort on the Gulf of Finland, 18
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about #0 km northwest of Leningead. There were a number of small
swamer cottages which served both as living quarters and offiges,
T+ was evident that our arrival had not been expected as practi-
eally no preparations had been made, Most families were agsigned
a single room 1in three-four room houses. There was & great deal
of shifting around and my fawmlly was mowsd four times in the next
gix months. all very anunoyed by these poor accomodations
wnhich not only cause considerable persomnal discomfort, but made
any serious work impossible, The furniture which had brought
fron Germany stood in open sheds, exposed to the wea her and the
plundering of soldiers; in spite of the navy guards on duty. _After
some time, & large villa was established which housed a mess and
a community hall. | ]some £ilms and dances were

organized, but in spite of thisg] |mora1e‘ remained very lowe.

Te l:lpreliminary work began shortly helore Ghristmas when the
fo [ 1

owing officers of the Soviet North Fleet were introduced
‘Admiral Sukhanev, who seemed to be in charge of the whole

project and three Korvette Captalns: Chexnov, Yefimoy, and
Titoy., Two interpreters were | ] Ma jox ia_}g_hg_qm%
and Lieutenant Stefanov. Sakharorov remalned with t up o
chemists | —— ] and returned to Germany in
1951, Jall believed that ne was a member of the MGB who had
been instructed to keep[_Junder surveillance. Admiral Bukhanov
get up three general atudv groups and each scientist was asked to
make a report on his specialty. According to Moscow instructions,
these reports were to be completed by the end of January l9~i.
Because of poor working conditions, however, they did not get
f£inished until the end of April. lacked everything, including
chailrs, drawing tables and even paper and penclls. There was no
technilcal 1iterature avallable and all the scilentists could Ao
was to draw on their memory for the required reports. Because
of this long delay, Admiral Pulthanov was tranaferred, reportedly
to Hurmensik, [ i Bukkhanov rated as
®pro-German”. No one took his place. “AIT 1g departure, all
directives for our work came directly from Moscow to another
admiral who lived in Leningrad. |

The study groups set up by Bukhanov conaisted of the following:

(a) Chemistry group, which was attached to the Ministry of
Chemical Industries and which worked at the State

25X1 Tnstitute for Applied Chemistry (GIPKh) in Leningrad.
25X1

25X1 (b) Fuel and 011 group, which was placed under the Minlstry

of Petroleum Industries (NAF 4) and worked ab the
|
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(¢} Naval study group; whish anained attached to the Naval

Ministry bui which was moved to Oranienbaun, now )
gégé: Iealled Lomoncsav. USSR (599 558 N - 296 46! E), |

DPally Life and | |[obserwations
I Jcommuted daily from Sestmorstek to leningrad. In June 19AT[ ]

commuted by train; in 19U8[ Jwsre taitenn to the city in a truck,
and beginning about the end of the year, a speclal bus from the
GIPKh Inmstitute was sent tc pick us up. After the bus service was
organized,[_lgot up at 0630 and lef't houwe at 0730,|;|work1ng
hours were 0830-1630 with 45 minutes allotted for lunch, On

Saturdays[__ Jworked only until 1500,

No one| |rad a 34)‘:)t1"‘—;..’j’54'=EJ..‘-‘;U}L}J.S;& when:h'astor
Niemoceller say that the Moscow group,whizh he had visited, would

return in Spring 1952 when their contract expired. With one

exception, none of the Gewmran aclentlfic proups | ]
[ lhad any ceontracts, This exreption was a speclal group
of shipbullders, assesblad 1n Blankenburg in the Harz Mountains
and moved to Leningrad 1n 19483, They wers organized into an
- engineer drafting and designing office and had no contacts with
any other group. Thair coniract sapired in 19%0, dbut in splte
of this, they have not returned. | ]one man from this
group, Dr Sztatenay, a Viennese, who 15 a shiphuilding speciallst.
.He voluntesred for wark in the USSR and normally worked 1n
Leningrad. In the swmner of 1350, — ] he moved his family
to Sestraretsk for four wueks.

|Germans with Slavic names were
more inclined to cooperate withh the Sovliets than were other (Germans.

.Dr Sztatesny volunteered to come to the USSR and | |
two engineers, Lawitschlta and Miplewetschel, who were move TOIL

Sestroretsk to Oranienbaum, have volunteered to stay in the USSR.
.0ccasionally, an 9ED functionary visits the USSR. Such people
have speclal passes and som:of them may have contracts,

movements were quite restricted. Tnitil 1948 had regulsar
ovliet passes which permitted[ Ito move about the Rayon"™ of
Septroretsk. Then, as securlty regulations besame more severe
everywhere, hasses were talten up and had no personal
1dentification papers. Everytime [ ]laft houses, to o for
a short walk or shoppine,[ |had to weglster in and out, If
wanted to go to Leningrad over ilis week end, had to make a
request by the preceding Vednesday. For such trips, or any

move beyond the immediate nelghborhcad, [ Jweve accompanled by
an "interpreter®. During the swumer| had one month 1eave.|;|
1ze

usually spent 1t at the beach but in 1949, a fewE:;:::]organ
a visit to Or nbaum, | lwere also accnfmpanie Yy an =4 nterpreter"

Ion this trip. |
|

12, [ lentertainment was neceasarily Limited, Sestroretok is a town

25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1

25X1
- 25X1

of approximately 12 thousand inhatitapts 1n the suwmmertime, when
gingle rooms rent for Rubles 500 and the townspeople move to their
summer cottages. could wall around the Aunea or in the woods
dut generally the countryside 15 flat, swaupy and uninteresting.

. There was only one movie theater whevre Soviet or Last German

£11ms were generally shown. | |
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[Jean remembter only one £ilm, %The Fall of Berlin®™ in which
the last scene showed Stalin making 2 speech at Tempelhof,[ ]
only forelgn newspaper was the "Taegliche Rundschau®, the
official organ of the Soviet Administration in East Germany. It
came in bunches, about two weeks late. The GIPKh Inatitute had
an exeellent library, containing at least ten times as much
technical literature as the library at the Leuna Plant. All

the literature was translated into Russian, The German books
which were available were almost exclusively political, published
in Moscow, | ]in the second hand

book stores in Leningrad, there were sSo many German books dating
from the end of the 19th century, mostly German falry tales.,

Contacta within and with other German groups were very
1limited. Forr one thing, swlls in thae USSR did anot break
down German social harriers. For swmaanle, when the sclentists

" organized socilal partles,]| la aiaple mschanie, was seldom

invited to attend, In suwmmner, when| | #winming and spent
the day on the beaches,[ Jwere kept separate from other groups.
‘The Zeilss group, for example, which conslsted of approximately
50 scientists working in Leningrad-Cheunilovsica, came to the

same bheaches | | but | wewre not pesrmitted to meet them. About
the ounly c~mtact| 1with Germans wz3 at the theater or
vallet where supervision was less sbtricl., Soas news of arrivals
or departures was carried by Helpa Fiseher, a typlst who worlred
in the GIPKh Institute. Helga _Lgmﬁ_F was oariginally from Danzilg
and had been moved to Leningrad in. 154%. ke had a regular
Soviet ypass and got around move £rzely; ocsasionally she dild some
-shoppinglidid not 1eally btreust her as we all had the
imprasaion that she was a Seviet ags=at.

At Sestrorctsk[ _ Jecontaets wiih the Sowiet popfilaticn were ez~
tremely limited, particularly afier 1948 uhel: the Soviets became
afrald to be seen 155*11‘1“55|_ﬂ}':| During the first two years

| |the school children were quite embarrassing. They
Tan behind us and shouted, "Hitler pilgs®, or simply "Hitler"”.
By the winter of 1950 such insults stoppsd. However, at the
GIPKh Institute in Leningred, particularly in the workshops,
the Soviets became quite friendly and[ |even Joked together
oceasionally. Iixcept for their reaerve on politlcal matters,
I_gngylere just like ordinary Gewnan Workeérs. |

25%1 15. |_(__|children etiended a special German sclhivol in Leningrad
S

pezial Schule No 1); all subjects wewre taught in German. The
text books were printed in Moascow. do not think these texts
were the game as those used in the Soviet Zone since all the
material concerned Soviet life. Ior exauple, arithmetlc
problems concerned distances between alties in the USSR,
ehildren had one howr of Russlan dally and learned toc speak the
language quite fluently. The school had about 90 pupils. The
very young were sent to the regular Soviet elementary gchools in
Sestroretsk where all instruction was in Russlan,

Departure

on 19 May 51 |rh_|tr71d that within thres doys[_Jwonld be sent
home with fo.r other specialista: Lekoldt, Gelseler, Wyzsomlrski
and von dar Hovot,[ |had been in pocrs heslth for some time,
apparently from mercury poisoning, and could no longer work ap
before. Servielski, a Soviet studant, protested several times

SEGRISY
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22553((’!] against] _ Jleaving but to no avail. The decision as to which
people Were to be returned to Germany was mede in Moscow and no-
25X1 ons knew about 1t. Major Sakharorov hzd gone to Moscow and
25X ohn nis return he said, ™Fomorrow you go']j:mlabsolutely
1 no choice in the matter. Before leaving wives and
25X1 chilgrﬂ.l, were forced to sign a paper certitying [ Jwould
not te anyone exactliy where | Jwoxrked or what Jdene.
25X1 [_Jwere only to say that Fworked in Leningrad. Further-
more, whenl'y__ltook leave of the people at the Institute, they
25X1 gaid they would all come visit[o Jin 1955 because then there
25X1 would no longer be any borders between Germany and Poland. The
Institute employees had said several times before, that the borders
25X1 would fall and that 1t »uld be pesslble to travel without a pass,
25X1 This was saild sericusly, not as a Joke, and it seems to be almost
an avtisle of F£aith amonyr mewhers of the Cowwmist Party of the

25X1 USSR,
25X1 |belic-,f
25X1
Trip Home
17. :lallow-ad thece days in which Lo pack [ Jpbelongings in
25X1 Sestroretslc, A special aleeper was sapnlpnad 28 as were some

and newly painted. The trip was slow, howeover, as ——Jcars
588 were hitehed to freipht traina.[  Jpasssd through Vilna, Minsk,
1 Brest (where  Jchanged to a German terain), Warsaw and Frankfurt/
25X1 Oder. Major Sakharorov and the Chicf of-Personnel at the GIPKh
25X1 Institute, Kiukov, accompsnied[ __Jtbils Journey. | ]
25X1 they btoth helonged to the MVD, Theve wai also a military guard
25X1 on the train, an offizer and three soldieri. Although no

3g§ll baggage cars for [awnmlily possesslions. hds braln was very clean

_ restrictions| Jdurdng the Jourasy,| |§aw very
25X1 1ittle Desides woocde and Bwampie | \
%ggﬂ [__Jthe track | | was mueh better than In I0%b. In
some places 1t was Bingle, in_others dowuble. At Brest[__Jchanged

25X1 to the narrower gauge (when[ | transferred to the - German

25X1 train). From there traveled third class, one famlly to a
compartment. At Reppen, the lant station in Poland, Jwere held

25X1 wup for two days because Klukov had left the original ]

25X1 papers at Brest. | a courler was sent to get them,
25X1 There was one large sneet 10r percon except for the c¢hildren
25X who were listed with their mothors. [Jfirat reception was

1 given at Fra.nkfurt/Oderl lereeted by a representative

25X1 of the German Democratlc Republiz,
Arrival

18. From Frankfurt/Oder [ Jtrain was routed through Wittenberg to

25X1 Wolfen, where the transport was ‘nr«oke;a P, At Wolfen

picked up by a bus which tock [_Jthe laet 50 lm to Leuna. Dinner
25X was walting and the next assigned a house. Thils
25X house was better an the one 1in

Germany; it had steam heat. About a week | ] lan
25X1 official reception was given. A serles of speeches was made hy

Eckhardt, Director of the Leuna Plant, the Soviet manager of the
25X1 plant, representatives of the trade unions and by members of other
25X1 SED sponsored organilzations. Eckbardt pvmniaed[hmany things and

gave| many warninge. -In fact, his speech consisted primarily of

25X1 warnings -~ cautioning not to do foolish things. Rather than
25X1 going West, he suggested et him know of our wishes and needs.
55X Dr Wyzsomirski made a general anewer for all of us.

5X1 1
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19, After this reception, invited to make speeches to the
Soviet Friendshilp Socile and some other groups, but, for the
25X1 penefit of the shop groups,[  |were  interviewed over the factory
25X1 loudspeakers. At first this created considerable embarrassment
gince the people]| 14 not know_that| lhad
25X1
signed a paper promlsing nol to reveal anything| |
25X1
The interviewers, suspecting the cause of eticence, quickly
25X1 changed their questions to ones more gener scope. Some of
25X1 the questions asked concerned alth in the German Democratic
Republic and its leaders. Most of the discussions were obviously
25X1 held for propaganda reasoris rather than to inform the listeners.

Eac ipe

20, On returning to Leuna |El_—ﬁ-_|given my old Job in the plant. I;l
25X{ in no financial dirfic e8 because[ |had accumulaiced East Narks
20 thousand in Leningrad which were transferred to a blocked
25X1 account in Leuna, Dr was the £irst who left for the West.
25X He went about the end of June. Then Schmidt, Joghinke and Kosterhon
" disappeared. The Soviets are very careful to hide facts concerning
25X1 those who escape as it is unfavorable propaganda. Workers get
25X1 very susplcious when they hear that these scientists who have been
in the USSR are in such a hurry to go West. In October 1951
25X1Japproached several times by Soviet agente who wanted 7o)
25X1 find out about the men who had disappeared but[ Jwould no¥ Think

of betraying comrades.. Moreover; they kept asking 1f ;|
25X1 health permltfed departure. became extremely worried, fearing

25X1 that the Soviets wanted to sen baeck to the USSR in order to
25x1-he1p in setting up plants there. n 8 Dee 51 Jemcaped to Berlin,
25X1
25X1 cendo
25X1 :
i
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